THE Q-KEAT MOGUL.	131
credit, power, and dominion, which might justly administer great joy to his faithful subjects.
Or, to carry my conjecture a little farther, is it impossible that his now absolute empire might formerly have been a limited one, the equal balance of which it might be necessary often to examine, in order to preserve it in its just equilibrium ? In which case, it is highly probable, that his Majesty was weighed against some counterpoise; or, to speak plainer, the prerogative of the Prince might be examined with relation to the rights and privileges of the subject. What confirms me the more in this opinion, is the choice of the day for the operation. It was his sacred Majesty's birth-day, a day in which he was supposed to be in good humour; and the presents were of a nature to put him in good humour, in case they had not found him so: which circumstances seem to be meant as preparatory sweeteners to a ceremony, that would not otherwise have been very agreeable to him.
It will be no objection to my conjecture to allege the present absolute form of that government, since a very little knowledge of history will show us, that the most absolute governments now in the world have been originally free ones, and only bought, bullied, or beaten out of their liberties.
This may very probably have been the case in In-dostan, where the nobles and representatives of the people might think it both civil and prudent not to weigh quite fair against his Majesty, but to lighten their own scale, that he might preponderate a little. This little by degrees increased the bulk of their successors, by continually adding more and more to it.